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Beyond the conventional usage of the language in contemporary art.
 

Terms associated with referential fields, as proposed by narrators in the course of seminars,  
to negotiate various positions, contexts and local narratives about contemporary art.
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On Making the Glossary
Glossary of Common Knowledge 

(GCK
to unite all the world’s knowledge in a single totalising system, or to assemble a variety 
of viewpoints under the roof of tolerance and inclusion. What makes the glossary dif-

with terms from other lists and other contexts. Families of terms are thus created, and 
these families are the core of the glossary. Every term in the GCK has its own story, and 
every story has a narrator(s)”1

-

deviant ideas. Their living voices are central to the GCK and the choice of the terms is 

-

-

 2

-

speak about less visible stories in contemporary art and to address systems that govern 
our ways of thinking in art and beyond. The project has been ongoing since 2014, and it 
was conceived and curated by Zdenka Badovinac, Bojana Piškur and Jesús Carrillo in the 

-
-

arrators invited by the 

1   Glossary of Common Knowledge, ed. Ida Hiršenfelder, curated by Zdenka Badovinac, Jesús Carrillo and 
Bojana Piškur (Ljubljana: Moderna galerija, 2018).
2   Ibid., 6.
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-

undertaken by the method proposed by the Glossary of Common Knowledge

-

mOther(ness), , In/vested, Şkl, or  with the 
call for greater Epistemic diversity, , and the need for Re-dit-en-
un-in-(a)-learning. 

need to address the growing urgency of climate change – with terms such as Air travel, 
Being ecological, Earth, Ecofeminism, , and Rewilding, and to stress the 
anthropogenic colonial origin of the cataclysmic events, moreover, to entangle this con-

Disappointment, Choice, Ship-
wrecks, , The crowd of the dead or , and propose not to resign 
but to s, Revolt, use Emancipatory propaganda  

, , , Empathy, , Interdepend-
ance, Lucid interval, Performance of care, Solidarity and Vulnerability and so on. The clus-
ters of words that are interconnected, whether they are words with surpassed meanings 

-
scribe themselves into one another, every word becomes dialogic, and every intratextual 

-
pend on the cultural, social and temporal environments they emerge from and are used 

Museum of Contemporary Art Metelkova, +MSUM in Ljubljana; Commons / Solidarity which took place online 

3

bbe-
 


